
I'. ! r-V' 




rHE HOLY LAND 


.jijt n, 











































THE HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN 

(TOURIST MAP) 



asphalted Road* 

all weather Roadt <un atph ) 
I 

Summer Seaton Roada 


A GUIDE TO 


JORDAN 

THE HOLY LAND 


Presented by 

JORDAN TOURISM AUTHORITY 

1962 

\^(} l (j a ^AJi( ^ ^ tkJ 
ftkxu (9 6 


































GUIDE TO THE HOLY LAND 
JORDAN 


Location : Jordan is situated in the heart of the 
Arab World, and is bounded on the north by Syria; 
on the east by Saudi Arabia and Iraq; on the south 
by Saudi Arabia; and on the west by the Jewish-held 
territory of Palestine. 

Description : Jordan comprises the territory of 
Trans-Jordan and Central Arab Palestine. It thus 
includes within its borders most of the sacred shrines 
of Christianity and of Islam: Bethlehem, the birth¬ 
place of Jesus Christ; Jericho, where so many of His 
miracles were performed, and which the archae¬ 
ological excavations have established as the site of 
the oldest walled city in the world; Hebron, where 
Abraham is buried in Al-Ibrahimi Mosque; the River 
Jordan, where John baptized Jesus; the Mount of 
Olives; Gcthsemane and the old walled city of 
Jerusalem, the Holy City of Christianity, and holy, 
too, to the Moslems. 

In Jordan, too, will be found Jerash, one of the 
most complete examples of what a Roman provincial 
city must have been in its heyday. There is also the 
lowest area in the world in the vicinity of the Dead 
Sea. But unique in the true sense is Petra, the 

3 


/ 









rose-red city carved out of hard rock by the Naba¬ 
taeans over 2,500 years ago, the like of which is not 
to be found anywhere else in the world. 

Climate and Scenery : The country is a photogra¬ 
pher’s delight: from the temperate heights of the 
rugged purple-hued mountains of Moab, to the gently 
rolling’hills of Jerusalem; from the deep tropical 
Iordan Valley with its luxuriant vegetation to the 
Dead Sea, 1297 feet below sea-level, the lowest spot 
on earth; and finally from the spectacular sandstone 
cliffs of Wadi Rum to the dry arid desert of the 
eastern plateau. Winter often brings snow to the, 
mountains and spring carpets the country-side with 
myriads of beautiful, many-coloured wild flowers. 
The rain falls only in winter, from November to 
April, and for the rest of the year Jordan rarely 
sees a cloudy day. 

Jerusalem and Amman (both about 2,500 feet 
above sea-level) and the surrounding areas are re¬ 
nowned for their healthy and invigorating climate. 
Ramallah, 10 miles north of Jerusalem, Qubeibeh, 
12 miles north-west of Jerusalem, Beit Jala, one mile 
west of Bethlehem and Ajlun, 35 miles noith of 
Amman, arc delightful summer resorts. The tempe¬ 
rature averages 75 degrees Fahrenheit during summer 
(July to September), and 50 degrees Fahrenheit 
during winter (November to February). 

Jericho, 853 feet below sea level, and Aqaba are 
Jordan’s warm winter resorts, and the Dead Sea 
provides swimming all the year round. 
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Area and Population : The total area of the 
Kingdom is approximately 37,500 square miles. The 
population, which is preponderantly Arab in race and 
Moslem in religion, is estimated at 2,000,000, of which 
about 12o/o are Christians. In this small country one 
meets many distinctive groups and cultures. In addi¬ 
tion to the Moslem and Christian Arabs, there are 
Circassians, Copts, Persian Bahais, Syriacs, Turcomans, 
Kurds, Armenians, White Russians and 220 Samaritans 
descended from those of Biblical times, living in 
Nablus, ancient Shcchem. Correspondingly, there is 
a picturesque diversity of dress and costume, both 
secular and ecclesiastical. 

History : Jordan has, since the beginning of time, 
served as a stage for the rise and fall of successive 
civilizations, both indigenous and foreign, which have 
greatly influenced the course of human progress. 
Canaanites, Egyptians, Babylonians, Persians, Greeks, 
Romans, Byzantines, Arabs, Crusaders and many 
others have in turn been masters in this small, but 
very strategically located Arab country. Each people 
introduced new ideas, new patterns of social organi¬ 
zation, new systems of thought and new languages. 
Each left behind its peculiar imprint on the culture 
of the people, on buildings and on monuments. 
Present day Jordan is the product of these great 
civilizations, and offers the modern visitor revealing 
glimpses into this great past. The country’s special 
significance, however, lies in the fact that it is 
mankind’s spiritual cradle. It was the home of the 
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Old Testament Prophets, the scene of Christ s birth 
and ministry, and it served as the springboard for 
the widespread conquests of Islam, of which it is 
still a hallowed shrine. 

Jordan is an Arab country. Arabs have been living 
in this area since long before the Christian era, and 
the Arab conquest of Syria and Palestine in the 
seventh century A.D., established them as the domi¬ 
nant group. Except for the period of the Crusaders 
(1099-1187), the area which comprises present day 
Jordan and the occupied area ot Palestine, remained 
under Arab rule up to the beginning of the sixteenth 
century, when, all the Midlie Eastern countries became 
part of the Ottoman Empire. For four hundred years 
before World War I, the area of Jordan remained 
part of the Ottoman Empire. In 1920 the Trans¬ 
jordan districts of Ajlun, Amman, Balqa and Karak 
formed an Amirate, under the mandate of Britain, 
with Amir ’Abdullah (His Late Majesty Kmg 
’Abdullah) at its head. In 1925 the districts of Ma’an 
and Aqaba were officially annexed to Trans-Jordan. 

In 1927 Trans-Jordan became an independent 
state, and later in 1946 it attained its full sovreignty. 

In April 1950, after the end of hostilities between 
the Arabs and Jews in Palestine, the Jordanian Parlia¬ 
ment, representing Central Arab Palestine and liuns- 
Tordan proper, approved the union of these two 
regions, the new State to be called THE HASHEMITE 
KINGDOM OF JORDAN. Jordan’s present mon- 
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General view of Amman, the Capitol City of Jordan. 
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The Omoyyad Palace, 3 miles norUt Jericho was built in the early pari of the 8th 
century during the reign of the Caliph Hisnam lbn Abdul Malik. The establishment — which 
Included a palace, a mosque, a bath and a colonnaded forecourt with an ornamental pool In 
the middle— was still In the flnul stages of construction when an earthquake destroyed it. 
The picture shows a coloured mosaic pattern adorning Ihe main floor of the hath hall. 













arch is His Majesty King Hussein, grandson of King 
’Abdullah. 

Jordan is a member of the Arab League and the 
United Nations, together with its organisations and 
agencies. 

The Jordanian Flag : The flag of the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan is composed of three rectangular 
colour pieces, the upper piece being black, the middle 
white and the lower green. Its horizontal dimension 
is double the vertical dimension. At the end adja¬ 
cent to the flagstaff a red triangular piece is fixed, 
the point of which touches the middle of the vertical 
and horizontal dimensions. Inside this triangular 
piece there is a seven-pointed star, white in colour, 
and this star is placed in the middle of the tiiangle. 

The choice of colours of the flag has been inspired 
by the colours used by the different Arab rulers and 
their dynasties since the rise of Islam. 

Economic Conditions’. Agriculture, industiy, trade, 
exploitation of natural resources and tourism consti¬ 
tute the main sources of national income in Jordan. 

The economy of Jordan is dependent largely on 
agriculture which provides income and employment 
for more than 80<Vo of the population. The area 
of cultivable land is estimated at 4,000 square miles 
or about 6,400,000 dunums, of which 5,500,000 
dunums are under cultivation. (An acre is about 4 
dunums). Agricultural products include grains, cereals, 
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vegetables, olives and fruits (bananas, citrus fruits, 
grapes, quinces, pomegranates, mulberries, apples, 
pears, peaches, almonds, apricots and figs). Many 
agricultural projects are being executed to increase 
agricultural production. The East Ghor Canal Irri¬ 
gation Project will intensively irrigate 120,000 dunums 
in the Jordan Valley. Other small water projects 
are in progress and when completed will bring as 
much land under irrigation as docs the East Ghor 
Canal. 

Industries have been developed and the local 
materials are utilised to produce light consumer goods 
such as canned fruits and vegetables, cement, ciga¬ 
rettes, pure olive oil, vegetable fats, batteries, under¬ 
wear, shirts and other products. The new Petroleum 
Refinery satisfies the needs of the country from 
benzine, kerosene, diesel, fuel oil, asphalt and butan gas. 

The natural resources include phosphate deposits 
which are an important export item, marble, potash 
and other mineral salts in the Dead Sea, and fisheries 
at the Gulf of Aqaba in the Red Sea. 

Jordan exports mother-of-pearl and olivewood 
handicraft products, phosphates, marble, fresh and 
dried fruits, vegetables, cereals, olive oil, hides and 
skins, and wool in the mass. 

The port of Aqaba, which is Jordan’s only outlet 
by sea stands at the north-eastern edge of the right 
prong of the Red Sea, the left prong touches Suez. 
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This seaport handles most of the imports and exports 
of Jordan. 

Governement : Jordan is a constitutional monar¬ 
chy with a bicameral legislature. The House of 
Representatives is elected through direct secret ballot 
by all males over 18 years of age. The Senate is 
appointed by the King upon the recommendation of 
the Governemnt. The King appoints the Prime 
Minister, who selects his Cabinet and submits the list 
of ministers to the King for final ratification. T he 
Prime Minister and Cabinet are responsible to the 
House of Representatives. 

How to Get There: There arc two airports in 
Jordan: Jerusalem and Amman. Several lines, nam¬ 
ely, Jordan Airways, Air Liban, Jordan International 
Airlines, Middle East Airlines, United Arab Airlines, 
Kuwait National Airlines, Saudi Airlines, Trans Ara¬ 
bian Airlines, Iraqi Airlines, K.L. M. ancl B.O.A.C. 
link Jordan with all Middle Eastern capitals and the 
rest of the world. Daily flights connect Jerusalem 
with Cairo and Beirut. From Beirut, it is 50 minutes 
flying time, from Cairo, one hour and 45 minutes. 
Daily flights also connect the two cities of Amman 
and Jerusalem. 

There is an interesting overland route by car 
from Beirut, via Damascus and Amman, Jordan’s 
capital, to Jerusalem. Amman is less than one and a 
half hours drive from Jerusalem, Damascus about 
five hours and Beirut seven hours. A taxi service is 
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available between Beirut and Jerusalem, whereby 
the traveller can hire a seat in a car. The fare lor 
a seat in a car is JD 1.250 or the equivalent of 
£ 1/5/0 or $ 3.50. (One Jordan Dinar—JD 1.000—is 
equivalent to one pound sterling or 2.80 dollars). 

The Hejaz Railway connects Amman with Syria 
and Turkey and then links up with the European 
railway system. 

The port of Aqaba, mentionend before, links 
Jordan with other countries by sea, and the traveller 
arrives after an interesting voyage up the Red Sea. 

Accommodation : There are good hotels in all 
the major towns and cities of Jordan. Some of these 
are remodelled old monasteries and Arab manors, 
and combine modern comforts with a picturesque 
setting. Others are brand-new establishments. In 
Jerusalem, there are 21 hotels with 987 rooms. Hotel 
rates are very reasonable. In Jerusalem, according 
to the situation of the hotel or room, a single room 
with bath plus breakfast costs from JD 0.800 to 
JD 2.500 a night. A double room, from JD 1 . 500 to 
JD 4 400. A 10°/o service charge is generally added. 
Average charge for a three course dinner is J D 0.700 
excluding service charge. Hotels arc usually booked 
far in advance for the Christmas, Easter, and 
summer seasons. There is also a casino on the shotes 
of the Dead Sea with a private beach, and swim¬ 
ming facilities the year round. 

Transport: First-class macadamized roads connect 
all the major towns and cities in Jordan and nearly 
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all the historical and religious sites. A network of 
autobuses link all places of interest, but the usual 
means of transport is the taxi. Cab fares in Jordan 
are very reasonable. For example to go by taxi 
from Jerusalem to Bethlehem, (11 miles), tour all 
the places of interest in and around the town then 
return to Jerusalem — all of which may take three 
hours—costs about JD 2.000. For a family of 
three or more, this mode of travel is ideal. 

In addition, a regular taxi service is available 
between all the major towns and cities, whereby, a 
visitor, desiring to reduce travel expenses to a mini¬ 
mum, can hire a seat in a taxi. 

Currency : The monetary unit in Jordan is the 
Jordan Dinar, which is divided into 1,000 fils. 

The Dinar is equivalent to: one pound sterling; 
140 Belgian francs; 2.89 Canadian dollars; 19.5 
Danish kroner; 13.66 New French francs; 10.05 
Dutch florins; 20 Norwegian kroner; 80 Portugese 
escudos; 160 Spanish pesetas; 14.42 Swedish kroner; 
12.05 Swiss francs; 2.80 American dollars; 11.10 
West German marks; 1,750 Italian lires; 72.20 
Austrian shillings; 84 Greek drachmas; 238 Argen¬ 
tine pesos; 2.94 Chilian escudos. (Rates may fluctuate 
from day to day depending on the market rate.) 

Language: Arabic is the official language of the 
country. In addition, many people speak either 
English or French fluently. 

Food: Food is good and plentiful in Jordan. 
In addition to delicious Arab dishes, most hotels 
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serve European food of high quality and great 
variety. Some hotels have an American cuisine as well. 
Kabab, Humos , Mahshi and Kubbeh are the tourists 
favourite Arab dishes. 

Water: Water can be safely drunk in most of the 
larger villages, lowns and cities in Jordan. Bottled 
soft drinks are available also. 

Clothing'. There are four well-defined seasons in 
Jordan, each requiring a different wardrobe, lor a 
spring or an autumn tour, (April, May and October), 
the men should be equipped with a light or medium- 
weight suit and a warm sweater; the women with 
a light-weight, suit, a woollen skirt with cotton oi 
nylon blouses and sweater, a light woollen dress, and 
warm wrap or coat. 

In summer, from the beginning of June to the 
end of September, light summer clothing is worn: 
light-weight suits by the men, and cotton dresses, or 
skirts and blouses by the women. The evenings are 
cool, even following the warmest days, it is, there¬ 
fore, advisable for the men to pack a sweater, and 
for the women to bring a jacket or wrap. 

Winter, beginning in November and ending in 
March, can be very cold; warm clothing is, theieforc, 
essential. The visitor must not forget to bring along 
his raincoat, rubber overshoes and umbi ella. 

Medical Services: The medical services in the 
country are good. There are hospitals and clinics in 


13 





all the major towns and cities; and the qualifications 
of general practitioners and specialists are very high. 

Photography: Except for military installations, 
there is no restriction whatsoever on the taking of 
photographs. 

Films : Almost all kinds of black ancl white films 
are available in Jordan. In addition, all types of 
Agfa, Anscochrome, Ektaclirome, Gaveart, Adox and 
Kodachrome colour films, for both still and motion 
cameras, are found on the market. Agfa and Ansco 
colour films can be processed in the country. 

What to Buy : Souvenir stores offer a wide variety 
of local handicrafts: delicately wrought bronze and 
silver articles; oriental jewellery; exquisite mother-of- 
pearl brooches, car-rings, cuff-links and rosaries; 
traditional cross-stitch embroidered linens; beautiful 
velvet crusader jackets and wraps from Bethlehem; 
products of the famous Holy Land olive-wood in¬ 
dustry: colourful ceramic vases, plates, beer mugs 
and candlesticks; fleece coats and fleece-lined slippers 
from Hebron; and bedouin rugs. Connoisseurs and 
antique collectors may find some excellent bargains, 
including Greek, Roman and Crusader coins. For 
the children, there are little dolls dressed up in the 
traditional costumes of the Holy Land. 

Guides : Guides in Jordan have to pass an 
examination prepared by the Jordan Tourism Autho¬ 
rity, before obtaining a licence authorizing them to 
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Bethlehem landscape. Pine-trees in the foreground 
and the town of Bethlehem 
in the background. 


















practice this profession. Tourists visiting the country 
on their own are advised to request the presentation 
of a licence before engaging a guide. Guides pro¬ 
ficient in English, German, Italian, French, Spanish, 
Greek and Turkish are available. Rate per day 
is JD 1.500. 

Tourist Police : The Tourist Police arc maintained 
for the express purpose of assisting visitors. 

Weights and Measures '. The metric system is the 
standard measure in Jordan. 

Telephone, Cable and Post: There are telephone 
connections between all the main towns and cities 
within Jordan, and between Jordan and the Arab 
countries, Europe and the Americas. Post and teleg¬ 
raph services connect Jordan with all parts of the 
world. There is no censorship on cables or letters 
but the approval of the Censorship Office must be 
obtained before any undeveloped film can be mailed. 
A phototelegram service, located at the General Post 
Office in Amman, connects Amman with Cairo, 
London and the U.S.A. 


AIR MAIL RATES FOR LETTERS 
NOT EXCEEDING 10 GRAMS 

i. 


• i 1 

Fils 


Fils 

1. Albania 

60 

5. Belgium 

50 

2. Austria 

55 

6. Brazil 

110 

3. Australia 

130 

7. Canada 

85 

4. Argentina 

110 

8. Ceylon 

75 
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Fils 


Fils 

9. Chile 

110 

22. Malta 

60 

10. Cyprus 

40 

23. Mexico 

85 

11. Egypt 

25 

24. Nigeria 

50 

12. Finland 

60 

25. Pakistan 

65 

13. France 

50 

26. Saudi Arabia 

25 

14. Germany 

45 

27. Switzerland 

45 

15. Greece 

40 

28. South Africa 

75 

16. Holland 

50 

29. Spain 

60 

17. Italy 

45 

30. Turkey 

40 

18. India 

65 

31. United Kingdom 

50 

19. Iraq 

25 

32. United States 

80 

20. Lebanon 

25 

33. Venezuela 

85 

21. Libya 

25 




Air Letter Forms may be purchased at the main 
post offices. The rates are 35 fils for the United 
Kindom and Europe, and 45 fils for the Americas. 


Time : Jordan is 7 hours ahead of United Sattes 
Eastern Standard Time, and 2 hours ahead of London 
Greenwich Meantime. 

PLAGES OF INTEREST 

Jordan is heir to a rich historical and religious 
heritage and has much to offer the visitor. It is the 
home of the three great monotheistic religions and 
every foot of the country has a familiar story to tell. 
Within Jordan are magnificcht Greco-Roman ruins, 
splendid Arab palaces in the desert, majestic Crusader 
forts and castles, massive Turkish fortifications. 


17 







Byzantine churches, Moslem mosques, and the uni¬ 
que Rose-Red City of l’ctra. It is impossible to 
describe all Jordan’s attractions m such a limited 
space, but the following are some of the outstanding 
places of interest: 

Jerusalem : Jerusalem and its vicinity constitute 
the main tourist centre in Jordan. Jerusalem was 
founded in prehistoric times. It is hrst mentione 
in the Bible under the name ot Salem the city o 
Melchisedck, “Priest of the Most High God . In 
the Egyptian and Babylonian literatures * “calkd 
Urusalimu, hence Jerusalem. King David, 000 B G 
captured it from the Jebusitcs and made it his capita , 
and Solomon built the Temple upon Mount Moriah. 
In 586 B.C., the city was overrun by Nebuchad- 
nc’/zar Kin? of Babvion and the Jews were taken 
“priZ Cyrus', King of Persia, allowed the 
Tews to return in 538 B.C., and the Icmple and 
City were rebuilt on a modest seale, but afterwards 
magnificently restored by Herod the Great in the 
38th year of whose reign, Jesus Christ was born in 
Bethlehem. Following a revolt by ! he J c ' vs ’ * 
Temple and City were burnt down in ™ A.D. y 
Titus son of the Emperor Vespasian, hollowing a 
second Jewish revolt in 132 A. D., the Jews were 
expelled and Jerusalem was rebuilt by Emperor Had¬ 
rian in 135 A.D. as a pagan city and renamed Aelia 
Capitolina. In 638 A. D„ Jerusalem cap.tidatcd to 
the Arabs under the Caliph ’Umar Um AljKhattab 
who built a wooden mosque upon Moriah. The 
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Crusaders under Godfrey de Bouillon entered the city 
in 1099, but in 1187 they were driven out by Salah 
Ed-Din (Saladin). In 1517, the Ottoman Turks 
occupied Jerusalem and governed the city up till 
1917, when it surrendered to the Allied troops under 
the British commander. General Allcnby. Following 
World War I, Jerusalem and Palestine were ruled as 
a British Mandate up till May 1948, when Britian 
withdrew, and strife broke out between the Arabs, 
ancient inhabitants of the land, and the Jews, who 
for about 40 years had been arriving in increasing 
numbers from all over the world, with the intention 
of setting up a Jewish state on Arab land. The 
Armistice Line, drawn as a result of this conflict, 
divides Jerusalem into two parts. The greater part 
of the new city, which has grown up during the last 
50 years, is in Jewish hands, while the old, historical 
city, surrounded by its massive, mediaeval walls, toge¬ 
ther with Bethany and the Mount of Olives is in 
Jordan under Arab control. 

The majority of important religious and historical 
sites are located in the Old City, which is surrounded 
by a massive wall, built by the Turks in 1540-42. 
It has seven gates, four of which are open: the 
Damascus Gate, which is the main entrance to the 
city, Herod’s Gate, St. Stephen’s Gate and the Dung 
Gate. The other three gates are the Golden Gate, 
the New Gate and the Jaffa Gate. 

Al-Harm Esh-Sharif, INCLUDING THE DOME 
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R \ ‘ p iu e n 0C i { compound is the beautiful ono lcnown as Sabeol Qaitabai, the Fountan 
n of QMtabal (left). Built in 1455, It wes repaired by AKMaleU Al-Ashraf Qaitabai in 1482. 


OF THE ROCK AND AL-AQSA MOSQUE: Al- 
Haram Esh-Sharif is the sacred enclosure situated on 
Mount Moriah, within the walled city of Jerusalem, 
and is the earliest existing Moslem monument. 

On Mount Moriah, Abraham prepared to sacrlice 
his son Isaac (Gen. XXII, 2), and here, Oman the 
Jebusite had his threshing floor, which David bought 
and upon which he erected an altar, later to be 
superseded by Solomon’s Temple. Destroyed by 
Nebuchadnezzar in the year 586 B. C., the Temple 
was rebuilt by Zorobabel in 516 B. G. King Herod 
the Great rebuilt it on a magnificent scale (20 B. C.- 
54 A. D.). Herod’s Temple was the one Jesus knew, 
whose destruction He foretold, which prophecy was 
fulfilled at the hands of the Romans in 70 A. D. 
Emperor Hadrian, who rebuilt Jerusalem as a pagan 
city in 135 A. D., built a Temple dedicated to 
Jupiter Capitolinus on the site of Solomon’s Temple. 

When Queen Helena, mother of Constantine, the 
first Christian emperor of Rome, came to Jerusalem in 
the early fourth century, she destroyed all pagan 
shrines, including Hadrian’s Temple on Mount Moriah. 
The esplanade of Moriah was then abandoned and 
eventually became the city’s rubbish heap. Thus it 
remained till the advent of the Arabs in the early 
seventh century. 

According to the Christian faith, the Rock on the 
summit of Moriah is the Site of the sacrifice of 
Abraham, who is venerated by the Moslems as “The 
Friend of God” and First Moslem. The Rock is 
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sacred to the Moslems and is mentioned in the Quran, 
where it is associated with the Prophet Muhammad s 
nocturnal visit to Jerusalem and his ascension into 
Heaven. As the site of the Prophet’s ascension and 
as the first Qiblah in Islam (the point toward which 
Moslems turn in prayer), Jerusalem and its Rock 
acquired early sanctity in Moslem eyes, and when 
the Caliph ’Umar Ibn Al-Khattab entered Jerusalem 
in 638 A. D., he helped clear, with his own hands, the 
accumulated refuse of centuries, and had a simple 
mosque of wood built upon Moriah. The piesent 
Dome of the Rock was built by the Umayyad Caliph 
’Abdul Malik Ibn Marwan in 691 A. D. It is a 
magnificent example of Moslem architecture, and is 
considered among the most beautiful monuments, 
not only in Jerusalem, but in the world. 

In addition to the Dome of the Rock, Al-Haram 
Esh-Sharif area includes: the Mosque of Al-Aqsa^ to 
the south, built by Walid, son of Abdul Malik Ibn 
Marwan; the underground structures known as o o- 
mon’s Stables; smaller domes, minarets, fountains, 
and shrines; a library and a museum. 

The visiting hours at Al-Haram Esh-Sharif are 
from 8.00— 11 00 a.m. and from 1.00 2.30 p.m. 

A visitor’s permit must be obtained in the mornings 
of all days except Friday, between 8.00 & 11.00 a. m , 
from the Awqaf Department, situated to the north¬ 
west of Al-Haram Esh-Sharif. The entrance fee is 

250 fils. 
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The Church of St. Anne : In the compound of 
the White Fathers, near St. Stephen’s Gate, within 
the walled city, stands the noble and unique Crusader 
Church of St. Anne, built during the Latin Kingdom 
upon the remains of an earlier fifth ceutury shrine, 
marking the traditional home of Joachim and Anne, 
parents of the Virgin Mary, and the traditional place 
of her birth. 

The Pool of Bethesda: To the north-west of the 
Church of St. Anne, also within the compound of the 
White Fathers, lie the twin pools of Bethesda, where 
Jesus healed the man ‘'which had an infirmity thirty 
and eight years” (St, John, 5: 1-16). Remains of ear¬ 
lier Byzantine and Crusader churches may still be seen. 

The Via Dolorosa: The Via Dolorosa or Way of 
the Cross starts at the ’Umariyyah School, the site 
of Pilate’s Praetorium (located not far from the 
Church of St. Anne), and ends at Calvary within 
the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. It marks the 
route that Jesus trod carrying His cross. The scenes 
enacted on the way are fixed in 14 stations. Every 
Friday at 3.00 p.m., a Franciscan procession, inclu¬ 
ding pilgrims and tourists, retraces the steps of Jesus 
and stops to pray at each of the stations. 

The Franciscan Convent of the Flagellation: 
The Franciscan Convent of . the Flagellation stands 
on part of the site of the Praetorium, and comprises 
the Chapel of the Flagellation, where Jesus was sub¬ 
jected by Pilate’s soldiers to a cruel scourging and the 
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According to established tradition, the Via Dolorosa, or Way of tho Cross, begins from the tornc 
oomtyard of Hie Praetorium, where Pontins Pilato had Ills Jerusalem residence, fhe road taken 
by Clirisl from his trial at the Praetorium to Calvary, is marked by 14 “Stations at three of which 
Jesus fell beneath the heavy weight of the cross. The second arch, visible In the picture, is called 
Ho,.,, Homo. Tradition of the l&lli century holds that the arcli marks the sped where Jesus came 
cml, wearing the crown of thorns and tho purple robe" and where Pilate said, Behold the man. 


Chapel of the Condemnation, on the ancient Lithost- 
rotos (the raised courtyard of the Tower of Antonia), 
where Pilate, washing his hands, condemned Christ 
to death on the cross. It has a rich museum and a 
special library for biblical and archaeological studies. 

The Convent of the Dame de Sion: In the 
basement of the Convent of the Dame de Sion, on 
the Via Dolorosa, are further remains of the Roman 
pavement (Lithostrotos) of Pilate’s Praetorium (the 
Tower of Antonia), marked with the games which the 
Roman soldiers used to play, to pass away the time, 
and equipped with ancient stone water channels for 
collecting the rain water. 

The Church of the Holy Sepulchre : This is the 
holiest church in Christendom, erected upon the 
traditional site of the crucifixion, burial and resur¬ 
rection of Jesus Christ. 

The site of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre 
stood outside the city walls at the time of Jesus and 
included Calvary, where Jesus was crucified, and the 
garden of Joseph of Arimathac, wherein He was 
buried. The early Christians worshipped secretly at 
these places. In 70 A. D., Titus, son of the Emperor 
Vespasian, was sent by his father to crush a Jewish 
rebellion. He attacked and destroyed the Holy City. 
At the approach of the Roman Legions, the Chris¬ 
tians in Jerusalem, believing that the prediction of 
their Master concerning the unhappy fate of the 
Temple and the City was about to be fulfilled, fled 
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Siuce about A.D. 326 the Church of the Holy Sepulchre has been identified by 
Christians as tho holiest spot on earth, the site of the crucifixion of Jesus and His 
sepulchre, from which TTe arose gloriously on Eadter clay. Empress Helena, mother 
of the Emperor Constantine was the first to finance the erection oi a basilica oyer 
what were considered to be the authentic sites of Golgotha and the tomb of Christ. 
Tho first structure was destroyed by the Persians In <111. The present Church, in 
its main outline, dates back to Crusader timcMjln the 12th century. 


to Pella, modern Fahl, across the River Jordan. But no 
sooner was the war over, than they returned and 
continued their worship at Calvary and the Tomb. 
Then came Emperor Hadrian, (117-138 A.D.), who 
was determined to found an entirely pagan city. 
He rebuilt Jerusalem, renaming it Aelia Capitolina, 
and in an attempt to wean the Christians away from 
their faith and holy places, had a Temple erected to 
Venus upon Calvary and the Tomb. Ironically this 
deed of his, marked for evermore the spot of Jesus’ 
crucifixion and burial and on Constantine’s conver¬ 
sion to Christianity there was no difficulty in identi¬ 
fying these Christian sites. The conveited Empeioi 
ordered the erection of a magnificent church upon 
them. This early 4th century church was burnt, 
rebuilt and burnt again. The church is now, in its 
general plan, as it was when the Crusaders lestoied 
it during the 12th century. It opens daily from 
4-11.30 a.m. and 12.30-7.30 p.m. 

The Church of Alexandras Nephki : This church, 
to the south-east of the Church oi the Holy Sepul¬ 
chre, and better known as the Russian Excavations, 
helps the visitor to understand the orientation of the 
Constantinian construction of the Holy Sepulchre. 
Besides the remains of a triumphal arch, which goes 
back to the time of Hadrian, the visitor can see, 
resting on a rock scarp, great stone blocks which 
were part of the enclosure of the Temple of Hadrian. 

The Citadel : The Citadel of Jerusalem, like the 
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citadels of Cairo, Damascus and Aleppo, is a castle 
of the Crusader period though not the work of the 
Crusaders. It was built by the Moslem rulers of 
Egypt early in the 14th century A. D. Lying within 
the city walls of Jerusalem, near Jaffa Gate, the 
Citadel’s main enclosing wall and its towers stand 
on older foundations which must have belonged to 
the castle built by the Crusader Kings of Jerusalem 
in the 12th century. The huge courses of masonry 
at the bottom of the big tower to the right (or north) 
of the entrance are the oldest part of the building 
as it stands, dating back to the time of Herod the 
Great. 

The Cathedral of St. James: This Armenian 
Orthodox church situated inside the Armenian com¬ 
pound within the walled city was erected in the 12th 
century upon the traditional spot where St. James was 
beheaded. Of great architectural beauty, it has three 
naves, divided by pillars, and is surmounted by a 
cupola. From the north nave there is access to a 
little chapel richly ornamented, which marks the place 
of the decapitation of the Apostle. 

The Church of St. Mark : This church, belonging 
to the Syrian Jacobites, is said to stand on the site 
of the house of Mary, mother of John, surnamed 
Mark. Simply decorated, the church retains its 
mediaeval appearance. It is easily reached from the 
Armenian Quarter within the walled city. 

St. Peter’s in Gallicantu is a new Assumptionist 
Church commemorating the denial of Jesus by St. 
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Peter and his repentance. It is built over the remains 
of the Palace of Caiaphas where Jesus was taken on 
the night of His arrest. 

The Grotto of Gethsemane : This grotto is tradi¬ 
tionally believed to be the cave, mentioned in the 
Bible, where Jesus customarily spent the night with 
His disciples during His sojourns in Jerusalem. In 
this same cave Judas betrayed Him with a kiss on the 
night of Holy Thursday, and here the soldiers of 
the Sanhedrin arrested Him. The grotto has preserved 
its primitive form almost intact since the time of 
Our Lord. 

The Church of All Nations or the Basilica of 
the Agony: This church was consecrated in 1924, 
and marks the site of Christ’s prayer and agony on 
the night of His betrayal and arrest (Maundy 
Thursday). The Garden of Gethsemane, adjoining 
the church, is one of the loveliest spots in Jerusalem. 
Eight ancient olive-trees, which may very well be 
shoots of those that stood here at the time of Our 
Lord, still adorn the garden and bear fruit. 

The Church of St Mary Magdalene: Above the 
Garden of Gethsemane is a Russian Church with 
several onion-shaped cupolas, built in 1888 by Czar 
Alexander III. 

The Tomb of the Virgin or the Church of the 
Assumption: Situated in the Cedron Valley, the 
Church of the Assumption stands upon the site of 
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A mother-of-pearl large replica representing the life of Jesus Christ 
Made in Bethlehem. 


One of the seven gates of the ancient wnlled olty Jerusalem is the Damascus 
Gate, n magnificent example of the architecture of the Kith century. 


the Virgin’s resting place, before Her ascension into 
heaven. The church, in its present form, was built 
by the Crusaders in 1130 A.D. to replace an earlier 
fifth century church which was in ruins. 

The Church of the Ascension : Upon the summit 
of the Olivet rising to the east of the walled city stands; 
the little Chapel of the Ascension believed by Chris¬ 
tians to mark the spot from which Jesus ascended 
into heaven. The chapel dates back to Crusader 
times and stands on the site of an earlier fourth 
century church. 

The Church of the Pater Noster : The Church 
of the Pater Noster, near the Chapel of the Ascen¬ 
sion, was built in 1875 for the Carmelite Nuns, on 
the ruins of the 12th century church by Princess de 
la Tour d’Auvergne. It marks the traditional site 
where Jesus taught His disciples the Lord’s Prayer, 
which has been lately written in 44 languages on 
beautiful glazed tiles. 

The Church of the Dominas Flevit’. Also upon 
the Mount of Olives stands the beautiful, new 
Franciscan chapel of the Dominus Flevit. It is a 
restoration of an early Byzantine church. Tradition 
places here the spot where Jesus wept over Jerusalem 
during His Triumphal lintry into the city on Palm 
Sunday (Luke 19: 29-44). 

The Garden Tomb : The Garden Tomb outside 
the walled city to the north of Damascus Gate, is 
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believed by some people to be the L^nerll 
burial. The place was excavated in 883 by^ 
Gordon who concluded that the tomb ie 
fitted best the description of the Tomb given 

the Gospels. 

The Palestine Archaeological Museum: Ihe 
Palestine Archaeological Museum is the gift ot John 
D Rockefeller Jr. Situated onts.de the c.ty walls to 
the north-east, it bouses the finds of years of exca¬ 
vation in the Holy Land. This is one of the finest 
museums in the Middle East as regards_bothJbu.ld.ng 
and contents. It has a spec.al Dead Sea Scroll. 
Exhibit. The Museum opens datly Iron. .) a. m. 

to 2 p.m. 

While in Jerusalem the visitor should spend 
some of his free time strolling through Khan el-/e.l 
one of the oriental suqs (bazaars) which aie ful 
life and interest. 

Bethanu: Bethany, one and a quarter of a mile 

south-east of Jerusalem, is the home of J«“ 

Mary and Martha, their brother Lazarus and Simon 
'the Leper. Here Jesus called forth Lazarus from he 
tomb. The new Franciscan church stands on th s 
of Byzantine and Crusader foundations 1 
tower of the Crusader nunnery is still standing neaiby. 

Bethphage : Bethphage, a short distance : e f St f 
the Mount of Olives, is the place Irom which, o 
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Palm Sunday, Jesus started on His Triumphal Entry 
into Jerusalem riding on a donkey. The present 
church was built by the Franciscans on the site of 
a twelfth century church. 

Bethlehem : Bethlehem, about 11 miles south of 
Jerusalem is a charming little town with olive groves 
and green terraces. It is the birthplace of David 
and Jesus and the locale of the idyll of Ruth and 
Boaz. 

The Church of the Nativity : The Church of the 
Nativity in Bethlehem stands upon the traditional site 
of Jesus’ birth. The first Church of the Nativity 
was built at the time of Constantine about the year 
326 A. D. This magnificent church stood for 200 
years, then was destroyed, probably by the Sama¬ 
ritans. Emperor Justinian (527-565 A. D ) rebuilt it 
and the church as it stands today is in most essentials 
the work of Justinian’s architects. Beneath the floor 
may be seen part of the mosaic floor of the original 
church. There are relics of 12th century mosaics on 
the walls, and a unique 12th century fresco in what 
was the north end of the narthex. (Key with Fran¬ 
ciscan sacristan). 

Other places of interest in and around Bethlehem 
are: 

The Shepherds' Field , where the Angels brought 
the tidings of Christ’s birth to the shepherds as they 
sat watching their flocks by night. 
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The Milk Grotto, where tradition has it that 
some drops of the Virgin’s milk, while she suckled 
Her Child, fell upon the rock and turned it white. 

Rachel's Tomb and Solomon's Pools, the ancient 
water supply of Jerusalem* 

Hebron : Hebron, (Al-Khaleel, The Friend,), 28 
miles south of Jerusalem, is one of the oldest towns 
in the world. A mosque Al-Haram Al-Ibrahimi 
encloses the Grotto of Makpelah, where Abraham, 
his wife Sara, Isaac, Rebecca, Leah and Jacob lie 
buried. The mosque is of great architectural interest 
and of exceptional sanctity, because Abraham Ihe 
Friend of God” is venerated as the First Moslem. 
The permit to visit this mosque must be P rocv ^ 
at the Awqaf Department in Hebron between 8.00 
and 11.00 a. m. daily except Fridays. 

Tourists are advised to take the opportunity, while 
in Hebron, to go around shopping in the interesting 
Hebron suqs. This city is well known for its original 
glass-ware, which is still blown by mouth as in olden 
times, and for its fleece-work products such as fleece- 
lined jackets and slippers. 

Mambre : About one mile north ol Hebron is 
Ramat Al-Khaleel, ancient Mambre, where the three 
Angels appeared to Abraham. The lower courses o 
a colossal building with the remains of Herodian and 
Constantinian structures can be seen. 
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The Church of the Nati¬ 
vity In Bethlehem stands 
upon tho traditional site 
of Jesus' birth. The first 
church wiih built in the 
early 4th century A. D. 
1>V the Empress Helena, 
Emperor Cons' an tine’s 
mother. The present 
church, in its most es¬ 
sentials, was built by the 
Emperor Justinian in the 
6th century. 


Al-Haram Al-Ibrahimi \The Mosque of Abruluim) 
in Hebron 
















The Laura of St. Sul,as : South-ease of J erusa ’ e “> 

on a steep slope of a wild gorge ts *'- >ar g e Lau a 
or monastery which was founded by St. Sabas, 
celebrated defender of orthodoxy. 

It is open to men only. Women are not allowed 
into the monastery; nevertheless, they can get a 
ulimpse of the interior of the convent from he 
Women’s Tower where, according to trad, ton, .s 
site where St. Sabas’ mother used to live away 
from her son during their lives in the monastciy. 

Quheibeh : This litte village about 18 miles north- 
wesfof Jerusalem is thought by some to be Emmaus, 
Where Jesus appeared to the two d sciples Cleop ias 
Tnd Simon, on the third day after H.s burral. 

1 atcr Jesus broke bread with them in the house of 
Cleophas A Franciscan Church, reconstructed on 
Crusader foundation, stands upon *e tradmonaWi e 
of Cleophas’ house. There is in add.ton, a German 
Hospice situated among beautiful gardens and woods 
providing excellent picnic grounds. Lodging 
food are available at the Hospice. 

El Bireh : 10 miles north of Jerusalem is El-Bireh, 
which is generally identified with the ancient Berolh. 

Tradition places here the first resting place for 
the caravans that went from Jerusalem to Galilee. 
It is probably the point from which Joseph and 
Mary returned to Jerusalem in search o J 
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Christ whom they found in the Temple hearing the 
doctors and asking them questions. (St. Luke II. 
44-45). 

Beitin (Bethel ): 3 miles north east of Bireh. Its 
history, as revealed by excavations, shows that it was 
occupied most of the time from about 2200 B. C. 
up to the time of the Arab Conquest. It was in 
Byzantine times that it expanded to its maximum 
size and a great reservoir, built about that time, is 
still seen near the Mosque which was itself built 
over a Byzantine Church. A gate, remnant of the 
city wall built during the Samaritan revolt, still 
stands at the north-east corner of Beitin, while 
part of the main street leading south from the gate 
remains intact. 

Seilun (Silo): is the site where the Ark of the 
Covenant was kept for 3 centuries. Excavations have 
brought to light the remains of two Byzantine Chur¬ 
ches with beautiful mosaics. 

Jacob’s Well: 40 miles north of Jerusalem, is 
the well dug by Jacob in his Held near Shcchem 
(Balata). Joseph lies buried in this same field. At 
Jacobs’ Well, Jesus met the Samaritan woman, and 
asked her for a drink of water (John, 4.). Ever 
since the early fifth century the well has been within 
the Church. The early church was damaged during 
the Samaritan revolts ^484 and 528 A. D.) and 
restored again under Justinian. Justinian’s Church 






was followed by a Crusader church which was in 
turn destroyed. The present structure is the property 
of the Orthodox Church. 

Bulat a : Two miles east of Nablus is the site of 
an ancient city called Shechem. Excavation at 
Balata revealed the ruins of two city gates and the 
largest temple ever found in the country. Archaeolo¬ 
gical work in 1957 showed that the temple had been 
built about 1600 B. C. and was in use as such until 
1200 B. C. About 800 B. C. a granary was built on 
top of the unused temple. Between 1650 and 1550 B.C. 
Shechem reached its greatest height and its 
bloodiest and most troubled days. During this period 
the great Cyclopean wall was built which, sheer 
massiveness, is unmatched in Jordan. 

Mount Garizim : Overlooking the Well, from the 
south-west, is Mount Garizim the holy mountain of 
the Samaritans. The Jews, after their return from 
captivity (538 B.C.), refused to consider the inhabi¬ 
tants of Samaria as Jews because they had inter¬ 
married with Gentiles. The Samaritans, therefore, 
built on Mount Garizim a rival temple to that ot 
Jerusalem. This temple has since been destroyed. 
Today there are 220 Samaritans living in Nablus 
and every year, they celebrate according to their 
calendar, the feasts of Passover, Pentecost and 
Tabernacles on top of Mount Garizim. 

Samar ia-Sebaste: The modern village of Scbas- 
tiyah, about 50 miles north of Jerusalem, lies on 
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the slopes of the hills of Samaria. The village gets 
its name from Sebaste the Roman provincial city 
founded in 25 B.C. by Herod the Great on the site 
of ’Omri’s city Shcmer, and a later Greek town. 
Some relics belonging to St. John the Baptist are 
commemorated here. Among the ruins are remains 
of Greek towers, Herodian temples, forum, basilica, 
stadium and colonnades. 

Tell Dothan : This is where Joseph was sold by 
his brethren to certain Ishmadite traders who took 
him to Egypt. 

Jericho: Jericho (the cradle of civilization) is 
the oldest walled inhabited city in the world. The 
modern city (Ariha in Arabic), 24 miles north-cast 
of Jerusalem, stands upon the ruins of Byzantine and 
Crusader Jericho. About one and a half miles to the 
north of the present city is the site of Canaanite 
Jericho, Joshua’s city. On account of Jericho’s 
splendid gardens, whose palm trees produced a consi¬ 
derable revenue, Anthony presented it to Cleopatra, 
who farmed it up to the time of Herod the Great. 
Jericho reached its peak of importance and prosperity 
under Herod, who built a new town more to the 
south along Wadi Al-Qilt. It was in his sumptuous 
winter residence here that he died in 4 B.C. 

Among the places of interest in and around 
Jericho, are: Elisha’s Fountain, below the site of 
ancient Jericho which Prophet Elisha sweetened by 
casting into it a handful of salt; The Mount of 
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Temptation, where Jesus spent forty days fasting 
and where He was tempted by Satan; The River 
Jordan, to the east of Jericho, where Jesus was 
baptized by John; The Umayyad Palace at Khirbet 
Al-Mafjar, about 3 miles north of Jericno, which 
was built in all probability for the Caliph Hishara 
Ibn Abdul Malik, who ruled the Arab Dominions 
from A. D. 724 to 743, and who, like most Arab rulers, 
preferred the freedom of the desert to city life. ihc. 
building was destroyed by an earthquake during the 
final stages of construction. Its mosaics and stucco 
ornaments are a line example of Umayyad art and 
architecture. 

Tell Es-Sultan : The work of the British School 
of Archaeology at Tell es-Sultan (ancient Jericho) 
from 1952-1958 revealed, amongst other things, the 
remains of a highly developed and civilized Mesolithic 
settlement. The most spectacular discovery was that 
of a massive circular tower of stone, part of the 
defences of the town, dating back to about 7000 
B. C. A flight of steps leading through the lower 
from the bottom to the top is still existant The dis¬ 
covery of these fortifications together with contem¬ 
porary houses and other remains, justifies Jericho’s 
claim to be the earliest known town in the world. 

Remains of an earlier settlement, going back to 
about 8000 B. C., have also been discovered at the 
base of the mound, while later remains include those 
of the mud-brick town walls of the Early Bronze 


42 


Age City (c. 3000-2000 B. C.) and houses and streets 
of the Canaanite city (Middle Bronze Age, c. 1900- 
1600 B. C.) 

The Dead Sea : This is the lowest spot on earth, 
1297 feet below sea level. Here is Jordan’s “ Riviera 
in the Desert ” a fine sand beach with umbrellas 
and beach chairs . . . and a sapphire-blue sea so 
buoyant that you swim on it instead ol in it. 

Khirbet Qumran : Stands on the shores of the 
Dead Sea, where the famous Dead Sea Scrolls were 
found. Work on the world-famous Dead Sea Scvous 
continues to progress in the Palestine Archaeological 
Museum’s Scrollery. A considerable number of pieces 
has been put on public display; and access to the 
scrollery is consequently restricted now to bona fide 
scroll scholars. 

Amman : Amman, 56 miles north-east of Jerusa¬ 
lem is the flourishing, continuously expanding capital 
of Jordan. It has a population of over 300,000 and 
is the residence ol His Majesty King Hussein and 
the seat of the government. Amman is the Biblical 
Rabbath Ammon, Capital of the Ammonites, descen¬ 
dants of Lot. Later on, it became in turn subject 
to Assyria, Babylon and Persia. Ptolemy II Phila- 
delphus of Egypt (285-247 B. C.) ruled the city, 
rebuilding it and renaming it Philadelphia. Under 
Roman rule, it joined the league of free cites known 
as the Decapolis (63 B.C.), and flourished during this 
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Jericho, The Dead Sea «nd the Mountains of Moab from the belfry 
of the monastery of the Mount of Temptation. 



Tho Triumphal Arch in Jernsh, built to celebrate 
Hadrian's visit to the oily In 120 A.D. 




period. It had a brief revival under the Umayyad 
Arabs in the 8th century A. D., but when the Arab 
capital moved from Damascus to Baghdad in the 
10th century, the whole country was neglected, and 
during the Middle Ages, Amman was no more than 
a small village. In 1922, it became the capital of 
Trans- Jordan and in 1950 capital of Jordan. Among 
the ruins are: a Roman Theatre with a seating 
capacity of about 6000, a small Odeum, a Nymphaeum, 
a great Temple of Hercules and a Forum, which 
houses the national collection of antiquities, and the 
ruins of an interesting Sassanian pavilion. 

Jerash : Jerash, 35 miles north of Amman, can 
be reached by a fine new highway in only 45 min¬ 
utes from the capital. It is one of the most comp¬ 
lete examples of a provincial Roman city to be seen 
anywhere. It was a member of the league of free 
cities known as the Decapolis and carried on a 
flourishing trade particularly with the Nabataeans 
who ruled Petra. It reached its peak during the early 
part of the third century A. D., after which, a 
steady decline set in, due to a shift in the trade 
routes. Among the ruins, some of which are remar¬ 
kably well preserved, arc : the Triumphal Arch, the 
Hippodrome, the South Gate, the Forum, the Tem¬ 
ple of Zeus, the Great Theatre, the Street of Colu¬ 
mns, the Nymphaeum, the Temple of Artemis, the 
Baths, and a number of churches. 

Qal’at Er-Rabad : 3 miles to the north of Jerash 
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in the Ajlun district, tower the ruins of the great 
mediaeval castle of Er-Rabad, a landmark from afar. 
Built in 1184 by Izziddccn Usama one of Saladin s 
generals, the castle is a line example of Arab mili¬ 
tary architecture. 

Umm Quis : 95 miles north of Amman, near the 
Syrian border, lies ancient Gadara, one ot the most 
important towns of the Decapolis, and at one time 
the capital of the Roman district of Gadaritis. 
The remains of three theatres, a temple, the magni¬ 
ficent street of columns, a large reservoir and an 
acqueduct, convey an idea of the former grandeur 
of this once great city. 

Madaba : Madaba is about 21 miles south of 
Amman. Originally a Moabite town, it is of special 
significance for its mosaic map of the country, 
including Jerusalem, as it was in the 6th century A.D. 

Karak : Karak is about 79 miles south of Amman. 
Originally a Moabite town, its chief attraction now 
is its very fine Crusader castle. 

Petra\ One of Jordan’s most magnificent tourist 
attractions is Petra, “the Rose-Red City, half as old 
as time”. This is a unique place, the like of which 
cannot be found anywhere else in the world. Situated 
180 miles south of Amman, Petra was the former 
capital of the Nabataeans, a remarkable Arab tribe 
who settled there about the 5th century B. C. It. was 
extensively occupied well into By/.antine times. As 
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the Nabataean capital, it reached its height between. 
100 B. C. and A.D. 100, when the Nabataeans ruled 
the country as far north as Damascus. In 106 A. D. 
the Nabataean kingdom was incorporated in the 
Roman Empire, but Petra continued to flourish, and 
many of the finest monuments to be seen there today 
(the Colonnaded street, the Triple Gate, Qasr el-Bint 
Temple, etc.) date from the Roman Period. 

The city lay close to the main Arabia-Syria trade 
route, and the Nabataeans amassed a fortune by 
collecting tolls from the caravans in exchange for a 
guarantee of safe conduct. This wealth they lavished 
on their capital, partly carved out of the multi¬ 
coloured sandstone cliffs, and partly free-standing in 
the classical manner. As ruins today they form a 
sight of unforgettable splendour, enhanced by the 
imposing natural scenery and especially by the myster¬ 
ious approach to the site, along a narrow winding 
defile, leading through the high cliffs which surround 
Petra. Most spectacular arc the ornate tombs and 
temples, such as the Khazneh and the Deir, carved 
ou< ?f the hard rock, looking clown on the visitor as 
he walks along the streeis and between the buildings 
of the city. Also worth seeing is the High Place, a 
primitive Nabataean place of worship and sacrifice 
on the summit of one ol the near-by mountains. 

Petra is easily accessible. The visitor may take 
his choice and travel by plane, car or train; the 
cost of the journey and the time taken vary according 
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to the mode of transport. The journey by train from 
Amman to Ma’an (about 30 miles east of Petra) and 
by car from Ma’an to Wadi Musa, (where the cars 
are exchanged for horses) requires about nine hours. 
The train leaves Amman every Monday, Wednesday 
and Saturday at 7.30 a. m. It leaves Ma’an for Amman 
at the same time on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Sundays. 

The tourist can travel by car to Petra by either 
of two roads, the new Desert Road, or by the Karak- 
Wadi Musa road. The latter is the more picturesque, 
and Madaba, Karak and Shobak can be visited en 
route, but the road is not hard-surfaced for much of 
the way, and the journey is long (about 8 hours) and 
tiring. The new Desert Road is a magni cent 
modern highway following the railway line from 
Amman to Ma’an. The journey fi'om Amman to 
Ma’an can be made either by private or service taxi 
in 21/2 hours. From Ma’an a private taxi is taken to 
Wadi Musa, and the trip takes another hour. 

During the Petra season — from September 16 to 
October 30 and from March 15 to May 31 — the 
Philadelphia Hotel in Amman provides camping 
accommodation for up to 70 persons in Petra itself. 
The accommodation is quite comfortable and the 
food is good. There is also a hotel at Ma’an, which 
accommodates up to 20 persons. Travel Agencies 
sometimes organize charter flights to Ma’an during 
the Petra season. 

Special Events: The traditional holy days of 
Ghrsitianity are observed throughout the year by both 
the Eastern and the Western Churches in Jordan. 
The Church follows the old Julian calendar, which 
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The Treasury of Petra framed by the 
cliffs which bound the gorge leading to 
the city. The Treasury is one of the best- 
preservecl monuments of Petra, which 
was founded around the seventh cen¬ 
tury B. C. 




Petra, The Urn Temple, “There were tombs with exlorlor heights ranging to about 
sixty five feet, with large, finely carved porches, windows, and outside altars on 
which offerings were made to t:;e gods ’. 
















since 1901, is thirteen days behind therr-P-^Rgo 

ss;=rJrMSi= 

to celebrate these two occasions. 

Thristams Eve in the little town of Bethlehem is 
an unforgettable experience 

their Bocks at night. At nmc church of 
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of His agony in Gethsemane, 
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before Pilate, the carrying of the cross to Calvary, 
His death and burial and finally His resurrection 
and apparition. 

Two other dates to watch out for in the spring 
are the Jordan Army Day and Mounted Sports Day. 
On these two occasions, the Army, Air-Force, Cavalry 
and Camel Corps put on a most spectacular show 
of daring sportsmanship and magnificent discipline. 
The most impressive item in this show is the parading, 
trotting and charging before the dais of His Majesty 
the King, of the gaily caparisoned Arab horses and 
camels and their colourfully attired riders. 

Entertainment: In Jerusalem, night life h la 
Pigalle is almost non-existent, yet the tourist will 
find quiet enjoyment in the little cafes and restaurants 
of the city. The gently-rolling country-side around 
Jerusalem suggests long interesting walks, and lovers 
of flowers will find nothing more delightful than wild 
flower picking in the spring. A number of good 
European dance bands arc imported for public 
entertainment in the big hotels in Jerusalem, the 
Dead Sea and in the summer resorts of Ramallah 
and Beit-Jala. The visitor will enjoy outings to the 
little village of Qubeibeh, 12 miles north-west of 
Jerusalem, to the Pools of Solomon, 13 miles south 
of Jerusalem and to the Monastery of Latrun, 29 
miles west of Jerusalem. Food is served at all three 
places. 

For the sports loving visitor, there are several 
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tennis courts available in Jerusalem and Ra ™’> 
he will enjoy a swim in the Dead Sea by moonl.ght 
and the interesting hiking excursions around the 

country-side. 

In Amman, there are night-clubs, tennis courts, 
squash courts and swimming pools for the visitor to 
svhile away his spare time. Co-Kart rac.ng hone 
and camel races are orgamsed at Marka by tne 
Royal Racing Club. 

At Az-Zarqa, 15 miles north-east of Amman, the 
visitor can enjoy swimming in the open-au swl ^ 
ming pool and walking in the summer gardens and 
picnic grounds, which are also available at Rusaifab, 
10 miles north-east ol Amman. 

Where to Eat : Besides the hotels there are a 
number of restaurants in Jerusalem where a good 
meal may be enjoyed. Among those serv.r* Anttac 
food are the National Restaurant in Az-Zahra Stree , 
the Oriental Restaurant and the Umayyah Restaurant 
at Herod’s Gate, and the Salam Restaurant in the 
main suq of the old city. For those who enjoy good 
European food in a monastic setting there is the Dom 
Polski in the old city. Persons wishing to eat at thi 
religious establishment must give prior notification. 

FRONTIER FORMALITIES 

Passports and Visas: The visitor to Jordan 
requires a valid passport or a recognized tiavel 
document and an entry visa. A tourist visa may be 
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procured either at the Jordanian Consulates abroad 
(listed below) or at the Jordanian frontier posts and 
airports. This visa is given to tourists who must 
also hold a certificate of religious creed. The tourist 
visa is valid for 2 journeys within a period of 6 
months and is good for a stay of 3 months. The 
fee is one Jordan Dinar. For more detailed informa¬ 
tion or any modifications check with your Travel Agent. 

NOTE : Persons professing the Jewish faith are not admitted 
into Jordan. This prohibition is motivated purely bg security 
reasons. 


JORDAN EMBASSIES AND LEGATIONS ABROAD 


Ankara 

Embassy 

Eski Mebus Evleri, S. Sokak No, 10 
Ankara, TURKEY. 

Beirut 

Embassy 

Rue Clemenceau, 

Beirut, LEBANON. 

Bonn 

Embassy 

Wurzer Strasse, 106 

Bad Godesberg, WEST GERMANY. 

Jeddah 

Legation 

Jeddah, SAUDI ARABIA. 

Karachi 

Legation 

Al-Hilal Bunglow, 6I4/6F, P.E.C.H. 
S., Karachi, PAKISTAN. 

Khartoum 

Embassy 

Khartoum, SUDAN. 

Lagos 

Embassy 

Lagos, NIGERIA. 

London 

Embassy 

7 Palace Green, 

London, W. 8., ENGLAND. 

Madrid 

Embassy 

Calle Lagasca, 83, 

Madrid, SPAIN. 

New Delhi 

Embassy 

New Delhi, INDIA. 

New York 

Mission 

Jordan Permanent Mission to the 
U. N., 411 East 53rd Street, 
Manhattan, N. Y., U. S. A. 

Rabat 

Embassy 

1 Bis Rue Kereovan, 

Rabat, MOROCCO. 

Rome 

Embassy 

Via Toscana, 10 

Rome, ITALY. 
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Santiago 

Legation 

Av. Apoquindo No. 4493 

Santiago de CHILE. 

Taipei 

Embassy 

26 Lane 16 Chung Shan Road, 
Taipei, CHINA. 

Teheran 

Embassy 

Pahlavi Ave, Zardoslvt, 


Teheran, IRAN. 

Tunis 

Embassy 

24 Avenue de France, TUNIS. 

2319 Wyoming Avenue, N.W., 
Washington, D.C., U.S. A. 

Washington, 

Embassy 

D. C. 


TRAVEL BETWEEN JORDAN AND ‘'ISRAEL” 

Only 

a one-way 

crossing between Jordan and 

“ Israel” 

is permitted. 



Visitors m Jordan wisnmg iu vi S u —~ , --- 
contact their Consulates in Jerusalem, at least three 
working days in advance of the day on which they 
wish to cross into “Israel”. Tourists crossing over 
from Jordan into “Israel”, may not re-enter the 
country, just as tourists arriving into Jordan via 
“Israel”, may not return that way. For more detailed 
information and any changes that may occur, chec 
with your Travel Agent. 


CUSTOMS FORMALITIES AND ALLOWANCES 


Entry • 

Origin: All C ountr ies . 
Articles 

Cigarettes 
or Cigars 
or Tobacco 
Wine 
or Spirits 
Toilet Waters 


Air—Sea —Rail—Road _ 

200 

25 

200 grams 
I litre 
I litre 

quantity sufficient for personal use 
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The visitor may bring into the country duty-free, 
his personal effects, his sport equipment, camera, 
films, typewriters, firearms for hunting and munitions, 
binoculars, baby carriage, souvenirs, jewels, dog, cat 
or other animals if vaccinated and properly certified. 
The visitor will have to pay duty on importing a 
gramaphone and records. Radios may be imported 
temporarily into the country. 

Exit : All goods in reasonable amounts for non¬ 
commercial puproses. 

HEALTH REGULATIONS 

On entry: Small-pox vaccination certificate for 
all visitors; vaccination certificate for persons coming 
from epidemic zones or endemic areas. 

For Exit: None. 


CURRENCY REGULATIONS 


Allowance : 

For Import 

For Export 

National 

Bank Notes : 

J. D. 100 

J.D. 25 

Foreign 

Bank Notes : 

No limit 

Up to amount declared on entry. 

Travellers 

Cheques : 

No limit 

Up to amount declared on entry. 

Stocks and 

Special 

Special authorization required. 

Bonds: 

authorization 


Gold : 

required 

No limit 

Up to amount declared on entry. 

Foreign bank notes, 

drafts, cheques and travellers 


cheques must be declared on an Exchange Control 
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Form which the tourist will receive at the frontier 
or airport of entry. Foreign currency, drafts, cheques 
and travellers cheques must be cashed with an Autho¬ 
rized Bank or an Athorized Money Changer w o 
must record the amount cashed on the Delcaration 

Form. 

The above customs, health and currency regulations 
are subject to modification; it is, therefore, advisab e 
for the visitor to check with his Travel Agent before 
leaving his country. 


HANDY INFORMATION AND USEFUL ADDRESSES 


Amman 


Jerusalem 


Al-Awqaf Depart¬ 
ment 

Antiquities Depart¬ 
ment 

Broadcasting Sta¬ 
tion 

Censorship Office 

Customs Office 

Directorate of Press 

Information and 
Publicity 

Ministry of Educa- 


Wadi Es-Seer St. Haram Esh-Sharif compound. 


Roman Amphithea¬ 
tre Rd. 

Madaba Road. 

c/o General Post 
Office. 

King Hussein Str. 
King Hussein Str. 


Palestine Archaeological 
Museum, Herod's Gate. 
Herod’s Gate Quarter. 

c/o External Liaison Office, 
Herod’s Gate. 

Herod’s Gate Quarter. 

Sal ad in St. 


King Hussein Str. Nablus Road. 


tion 

General Post Office Prince Mohammed 
Str. 

Health Department King Hussein Str. 
Jordan Tourism Jabal Amman. 
Authority 

Passport Office Cinema Urdun St. 


Saladin St. 

Herod’s Gate Quarter. 
Az-Zahra Street. 

Herod’s Gate Quarter. 
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Amman 


Jerusalem 


Police Headquarters Quabartai St. Herod’s Gate Quarter. 

Social Welfare De- Jebel el-Luweibdeh. Herod’s Gate Quarter, 
partment 

Telegraph Office General Post Office. General Post Office. 

The Hashemite Broadcasting Station transmits on 
four wave-lengths: medium, 357 metres, 800 Kc.; 
three short waves : 25.4m., 11810 Kc.; 31.48m., 9530 
Kc.; 41.92m., 7155 Kc. and Jerusalem on a medium 
wave-length 443m., 677 Kc. 

Hours of Work : All government departments, 
except the Information Office of the Jordan Tourism 
Authority, the Broadcasting Station and the General 
Post and Telegraph Offices, close on Friday. Hours 
of work are from 7.30 a.m. to 1.30 p.m. in summer 
(April 16 - October 15) and from 8.00 a.m. to 2.00 
p.m. in winter (October 16 - April 15). 

General Post Office Hours: Summer—7.30 a.m. to 8.00 p.m. 

Winter —8.00 a.m. to 8.00 p.m. 
Telegraph Office Hours: Summer —7.30 a.m. to 9.00 p.m. 

Winter —8.00 a.m. to 9.00 p.m. 
Information Office of the Jordan Summer—7.30 a.m. to 5.00 p.m. 
Tourism Authority: Winter —8.00 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. 


January 15 
March 8 

March 22 
May 25 


OFFICIAL HOLIDAYS 

Arbour Day. 

Commemoration of the accession of King 
Feisal I to the throne of Syria. 

Arab League Day. 

Independence Day. 
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His Majesty King Hussein's accession to 
the throne. 

His Majesty King Hussein's birthday. 

The Moslem New Year. 

Commemoration of the birth of Prophet 
Muhammad. 

Feast of Al-Mi’raj, commemorating Prophet 
Muhammad's ascension into Heaven. 

Arab Renaissance Day— commemoration of 
the Arab Revolt against Ottoman rule. 
The feast of Al-Fitr. which falls after 
Ramadan, the Moslem month of fasting. 
Feast of Al-Adha. Moslems who are able 
to, go on a pilgrimage to Mecca. Those 
unable to do so. slaughter sheep and 
offer them to the poor, in comme¬ 
moration of Abraham's offering of 
his son. 

The Moslem calendar is a lunar one. the first year corresp ° n ^ 
to the year of Prophet Muhammad's immigration to Medina 
(622 A D ). There is a difference of 13 days between the Moslem 
and"Gregorian year and it is difficult to tell beforehand on whal day 
M the Gregorian calendar a Moslem feast will fall. The months of 
the Moslem calendar are : Muharram, Safar, Rabee Al-Awwal 
Rabee’ Al-Thanee, Jamad Al-Aivwal, Jamad Al-lhanec Raja , 
Sha'ban, Ramadan, Shawwal, Phut Qi’da, Phul Htjjah. 

HOTELS, HOSTELS AND HOSPICES 

l 

A^nbassador" Hotel, Sheikh jarrah Quarter, P. O. Box 186, Tel. 493. 

American'colony Hotel, Sheikh jarrah Quarter, Tel 1.6 and 388. 
Az-Zahra Hotel, Az-Zahra Street, P.O. Box 26. lei. I . 

Christ Church Hostel, P.O. Box 4037, e . 


August 11 

November 14 
Muharram 1 (Hegira) 
RabV Al-Awivat 12 

Rajah 27 

Sha'ban 9 

Shawwal 1 

Dluil Hijjah 10 
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City Hotel, Sheikh Jarrah Quarter, P.O. Box 74, Tel. 151 and 152. 
Claridge Hotel, Hill of Scandal, P. O. Box 35, Tel. 52 and 352. 

Imperial Hotel, inside the Walled City, opposite the Citadel, P. O. Box 
4085, Tel. 369. 

Gloria Hotel, Patriarchate Str., P.O. Box 4070, Tel. 120 and 1242. 
Jordan House, Herod's Quarter, B. O. Box 12, Tel. 430. 

Knights Palace Hotel, inside the Walled City, near the New Gate, 
P. O. Box 4020, Tel. 534. 

Lawrence Hotel, Herod’s Gate Quarter, P. O. Box 129, Tel. 739. 
National Hotel, Az-Zahra Street, P.O. Box 152, Tel. 366 and 416. 
New Orient House, Sheikh Jarrah Quarter, P. O. Box 312, Tel. 133 
and 134. 

Petra Hotel, inside the Walled City, opposite the Citadel, P. O. Box 
4030, Tel. 47. 

Olivet House, Az-Zahra Str, P.O. Box 171, Tel. 847 and 1296. 
Shepherd Hotel, Sheikh Jarrah Quarter, Tel. 305, and 1194. 

Sil-zer Tower Hotel, Nebi Daoud Quarter, P.O. Box 4048, Tel. 332. 
St. George’s Hostel, Nablus Road, P.O. Box 18, Tel. 302. 
Y.M.C.A. Hostel (ladies admitted), Nablus Road, P.O. Box 23, 
Tel. 79 and 279. 

Amman: 

Amman Club Hotel, Salt Road, P.O. Box 168, Tel. 24321. 
Continental Hotel, Basman Street, P.O. Box 608, Tel. 23161/62/63. 
Palace Hotel. King Faisal Street, Tel. 24326. 

Philadelphia Hotel, opposite the Roman Theatre, P.O. Box 10, Tel. 
25191 Seven Lines. 

Aqaba: 

Rest House, Tel. Amman 23968 or Aqaba 2. 

Bethlehem 

Palace Hotel, Manger Square, Tel. 198. 
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Beit Jala: 

Everest Hotel, Tel. 4. 

Hotel Normandy, Tel. 14. 

Beit Sahur (near Bethlehem): 

The Y. M.C.A. Field of the Shepherds' Hostel, Tel. 13. 

Jericho: 

Dead Sea Hotel, P. O. Box 26, Tel. 350 and 349. 

Hisham Palace Hotel, near city-square, Tel. 227. 

White Palace Hotel, northern section of the city, Tel. I • 

Winter Palace Hotel, Elisha’s Fountain Road, P.O. Box 14, Tel. 223. 

Ma’an: 

Petra Hotel. Tel. 21. 

Nablus: 

Hotel Palestine, Gharb Street, Tel. 40. 
p e t ra * 

Nazal's Camp Hotel, for reservations contact P. O. Box 10, Amman, 
Tel. 25191. 

German Hospice, Emmaus, c/o Schmidt’s Girls College, P. O. Box 70, 
Tel. 280, Jerusalem. 

Ramallah. , . , 

Alhambra Palace Hotel, Broadcasting Station Road, P.O. Box , c . 

Plaza Hotel. Jaffa Road, Tel. 20. 

* Grand Hotel, P.O. Box 232, Tel. 205 and 232. 

Harb Hotel, Broadcasting Station Road, Tel. 254. 


DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS ACCREDITED TO ™ E 
GOVERNMENT OF HIS MAJESTY THE KING OF JORDAN 

Amman 

Embassy of China Embassy of ran 

Germany •• lrac > 


GO 


Embassy 

of Italy 

Embassy of Turkey 

• i 

Lebanon 

the United 

• i 

Morocco 

,, the United 

,, 

Spain 

America 

Legation 

of Saudi Arabia 


Beirut 



Embassy 

of Belgium 

Legation of Japan 

* * 

the Sudan 

,, Netherlands 

* i 

Tunis 

,, Pakistan 

Legation 

of Argentine 

,, Switzerland 

,, 

Austria 

,, Sweden 

11 

Brazil 

, f Venezuela 

11 

Greece 

,, Yugoslavia 

i * 

Indonesia 

,, Yemen 

Bagadad 


Embassy of India 

Legation of Afghanistan 

Cairo 



Legation of Chile 

Legation of Finland 

It 

Denmark 



DISTANCES 

i BETWEEN 

JERUSALEM 

AND 

OTHER CAPITALS 

From 

To 

Milos by 

L ind 

Air 

Mlleuge 

Flying Time. 
Hours 

Jerusalem 

Beirut 

281 

14 i 

0:50 


Damascus 

216 

1 10 

0:40 


Cairo 


350 

1:45 


Baghdad 

687 

547 

3:15 


Baghdad 


630 

4:25 via Beirut 


Teheran 

1344 

1258 

7:30 via Beirut 


Dahran 


1 191 

5:45 via Beirut 


Kuwait 


804 

4:45 via Beirut 





and Kuwait 


Nicosia 


300 

2:15 via Beirut 


G1 






From 


Miles by Air Flying Time 

Land Mileage Hours_ 


Jerusalem Athens 
Istanbul 
Home 
London 
Paris 

Frankfurt 
Amsterdam 
New York 


785 

3:45 via Beirut 

623 

3:30 via Beirut 

908 

4:00 via Beirut 

241 1 

7:00 via Rome 

2237 

6:00 via Rome 

1913 

6:30 via Rome 

2328 

8:00 via Rome 

5819 

19; 30 via Rome 


DISTANCES BETWEEN JERUSALEM AND OTHER CITIES 

IN JORDAN 


From 10 _ 

Jerusalem Amman (via Salt Road) 

(via Dead Sea Rd.) 
Bethlehem 
Jericho 
Ramaliah 
Hebron 
Nablus 
Jenin 
Tulkarm 


Kins. 

108 

90 
17 
38 
16 
43 
64 
106 

91 


Miles 

68 
56 
11 
24 
11 
28 
40 
66 
55 


DISTANCES BETWEEN AMMAN OTHER CITIES 
AND TOWNS 


From 

Amman Madaba 

Karak 
Tafileh 
Petra 
Ma’an 


Kms. 

Miles 

33 

21 

127 

79 

192 

120 

270 

170 

220 

138 


From To 

Kms. 

Miles 

Amman Aqaba (via Desert Rd.) 

343 

215 

Jerash 

59 

35 

Ramtha 

III 

70 

Zerqa 

24 

15 

Mafraq 

70 

44 

Irbid (via Mafraq Road) 

118 

72.5 

(via Jerash Road) 

97 

60 

Salt 

29 

16.5 


ARABIC WORDS AND PHRASES 

Visitors in Jordan will find that the use of even a few Arabic 
words will repay them in broad happy smiles and friendly helpfulness. 
The following are some of the mnst useful words and phrases to 
the foreign visitor : 


Sabah Al-Khaijr 

Marhaba 

Keef Al-Haal ? 

Mabsoot 

Min Fadlak 

Shookran 

Mula’assef 

Khatrak 

Ahlan Wa Sahlan 
As-Salamu ’Alaykum 
Sultet As-Sii/aha 
Waijn al-Fiinduq 


Good Morning. 

Hello! 

How are you? 

I am well. 

Please. 

Thank you. 

I am sorry. 

Goodbye. 

Welcome. 

Peace be with you. 
Tourism Authority. 
Where is the Hotel? 


NUMERALS : Wahad- One, Tenayne- Two, Talatch- Three, 
Arba’a - Four, Khamseh - Five, Sitteh - Six, Sab*a - Seven, 
Tamanyeh- Eight, Tisa - Nine, As/itf/yj/j-Ten, 
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